
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets on the 2nd & 

3rd of the month in the church at the beginning of the service and returns for 

communion. Toy bags are available in all churches as you come in at the door.  

Please feel free to make use of these facilities for your children. 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 

 

Newsletter 
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For Today’s Worship  
Collect  

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness grant, that as 

by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise 

us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading: Acts 17.22-31 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an 

unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they 

would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move 

and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his 

offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3.13-22 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 

suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 

be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 

when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 

be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s 

will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation 

to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
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conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and 

is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

Gospel: John 14.15-21 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 

know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. ‘I will not leave you 

orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer  

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we thirst 

for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive and 

reigns, now and for ever. 

 

Readings for Ascension Day: 

First Reading: Acts 1.1-11 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1.15-23 

Gospel: Luke 24.44-53 

 

Readings for Sunday 21st May – Easter 7: 

First Reading: Acts 1.6-14 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11 

Gospel: John 17.1-11 

 

 

For Your Prayers 
In the Anglican Communion we pray for The Church of the Province 

of West Africa 

In our Diocese we pray for the Bishop of Horsham, Ruth Bushyager and Amanda 

Belcher, her PA. 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden,  

Ella Hutt, Jocelyn Andrews, Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, 

Pauline Roberts, Sue Bartlett, Albus, Carol, Anne Bello, Dave, Nigel Howard. 

Those who have died recently: Chris Thrower, Bill Dare, Pat Shearman 

Those whose anniversary is at this time of year: Chris Edney, Eileen Scott,  

Roger Titley, Gladys Daw, Vera Hotston. 
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Reflection 

 
Our Gospel this Sunday is a short part of John’s Gospel in which he sets out to   try 

and make sense of all that the disciples experienced of Jesus. If you look at John you 

will see that from his account of the washing of the disciples’ feet and Jesus’ 

prediction that Judas will betray Him there is a long section, four chapters in all, 

before he takes up the story again with His arrest. These four chapters are the 

words, almost the thoughts of Jesus. John is helping us, through them, to make sense 

of everything that is to come. 

Jesus has already explained, as we heard last week, that He was to go to the Father 

and now He promises His friends that they will be given the gift of the presence of 

the Holy Spirit. But everything that He says is in the context of love. Look how   the 

passage begins. If you love me you will keep my commandments.  And look 

how the passage ends.  They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 

myself to them. 

We   cannot   make   sense   of   the   Christian   faith   in   a   dry   academic way. 

That is why people who stand back, try to be an observer and who say to us   

Well convince me then  will never make sense of it all. Our faith is not a philosophy but 

an act of love - God’s love for us and our love for Him. 

Now that is easy to say but when something terrible and undeserved happens to you, 

or worse still to someone you love, them you do try desperately to make sense of it 

all. The tragically easy answer is to say Well I must have done something wrong and God 

is punishing me. Justice, retribution, tit for tat. That makes life easy to understand but 

impossible to live, under the shadow of such a vengeful god. It makes sense but it is 

the wrong sense.  

As we approach Ascension Day, the climax of the story of Jesus’ earthly ministry, 

John helps us to make sense of all that has gone before in the context of love. And 

1400 years after him Julian of Norwich, whose feast day we kept last  week,   

summed it up very simply. Thus was I learned, she said, that love is our Lord’s 

meaning. 

Fr Paul 
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Intercessions  
 

Let us pray in confidence to the Father, who gives us life and has sent us the Spirit to 

be our Advocate, in the certain knowledge that he hears our prayers, when we pray 

in faith. 

Lord of Life, we pray that the Church may be alive with your risen life, refreshed and 

revived by the breath of your Spirit.  As your church throughout the world gathers in 

worship and adoration, may we show the possibility of your saving love to the 

searching world. We pray for all who seek to live in simplicity, gentleness and 

reverence; for all who suffer for doing good. Bless and protect all those who spread 

your Word in all corners of the world, often under difficult circumstances and in 

many cases at a risk to their own lives. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord of Life, we pray for the world; your world, created by love; our world, spoilt by 

selfishness and sin. We pray for lands ravaged by polluted water, squandered 

resources, places where people are governed unjustly and oppressively, nations torn 

apart by war; its children hungry and despairing.  In a moment of quiet, please pray 

with me, for any country or situation in the world which is on your mind 

today……May your Spirit of truth and love bring peace and harmony to the world. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer, 

 

Lord of Life, may we see Christ in our families, our friends and neighbours and all we 

meet. Help us to be channels of your Spirit in our community. We pray for all 

members of our joint congregations, for all who lead worship, for those who work 

unseen keeping our churches functioning, for young people and children and all who 

lead them, for frail and elderly members and those who visit them, and all those 

whose ministry is in the secular community. Keep us open to one another but help us 

to be open to others; welcoming and accepting. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer, 

 

Lord of Life, we pray for all who are held in ignorance or superstition, for all who 

have no knowledge of You, for Christians who have lost their way, for all whose lives 

are empty or filled with the trappings of this world.  We remember before you all 

whose lives are falling apart, for people whose suffering is not apparent to others, 

those whose minds are tortured by bitter memories or anxieties, for the bereaved 

and all those entering into darkness or sickness, that in their weakness they may 

know your strength. We pray too for those who care for the suffering, that their 

compassion, patience and understanding may be constantly renewed. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer, 
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Lord of Life, as we go out into the world this week, let the power of your Spirit flow 

through us, that we may come alive in Christ, be given strength beyond our own, and 

enabled to do what You call us to do, for the sake of Your kingdom here on earth. 

Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

 

 

Notices 

 

St Nicolas APCM and Meeting of Parishioners will take place on Sunday 14th 

May at 11.30 in St Nicolas Church after the 10am service.  
 

Christian Aid Week; 14th – 20th May2023: We will be supporting Christian Aid 

in several different ways in the United Benefice. Envelopes will be available to you to 

fill yourselves and to give to friends and family and there will be collection tins and/or 

QR code in all churches. You can also give online at 

https://give.christianaid.org.uk/donate/CAM-004499 . We will also be supporting 

Christian Aid at Messy Church and a Big Breakfast at the Friday morning coffee on 

19th May. If possible, please Gift Aid your contribution. As a result of the ongoing 

world situation, Christian Aid has been asking for a special effort this year because it 

has been struggling to maintain some of its long-term commitments. 

If you are using envelopes, please return them by the end of the month.  
 

St Nicolas Coffee & Cakes:  The next coffee and cake morning will be Saturday 

20th May. Look forward to seeing everyone! 

 

St Giles Church: Come and join us for a quiz evening on Saturday 20th 

May, 7pm for a 7.30 start at St Giles Hall. £7 per person ( children free and a 

special children’s round). 

Includes one glass of wine or non-alcoholic drink and nibbles. Do bring your own 

wine if you wish. Come as a team of 4 or join a team on the night. Prizes for the 

winning team. And a Raffle. Booking essential. Call 01273 389629 for tickets. 
 

The Big Help Out Day Many thanks to the group of volunteers of all ages who did 

sterling work tidying and weeding St Nicolas Churchyard. Thanks also to those who 

provided coffee and home-made biscuits to fortify the workers. The churchyard is 

looking so much better. Many thanks, John, Sue and Gill. 
 

Faith Excursions will continue this month on 23rd May 7.30pm at St Julian’s 

Church with a session discussing theologies of Creation “Creation – and 

God said…”. We meet every 4th Tuesday of the month.  
 

https://give.christianaid.org.uk/donate/CAM-004499
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Next Messy Church will be held at St Giles on Saturday 27th May 3-4.30pm. 

This month we’ll be celebrating Pentecost and the Birthday of the Church.  
  
Pastoral Care team visits: These are taking place as follows – Cavell House at 

3pm 29th May, New Elmcroft at 3pm 14th June, Kingsland House at 2.30pm 15th June. 

If you’d like to join us and help please contact Vanessa Thompson or Fr James.  

 

 

 

This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 14th 

May 

Easter 6 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

10am  

9.45am 

10am 

11.15am 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

St J Hall 

St Giles Hall 

St Giles  

St Nicolas 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Sunday School 

Café Church 

Sunday School 

APCM 

JG 

JG 

PA 

 

JA/team 

Monday 9am St Nicolas Prayers for Healing  

Tuesday     

Wednesday 10-11.30 

3pm 

7pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

Coffee Morning 

Pastoral Team meeting 

Holy Communion          

 

PA 

Ascension 

Day 

10am St Julian Holy Communion PA/JG 

Friday 9.30am  

10am 

6.45pm 

St Giles Hall 

St Giles 

St Nicolas 

Pop up coffee 

Morning Worship 

Choir Practice 

 

Saturday 9am 

10-12.30 

7.30pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Giles 

Morning Prayer 

Coffee & Cakes 

Quiz Night 

 

Sunday 21st 

May 

Easter 7 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

10am 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

St Giles 

Holy Communion  

Holy Communion (trad) 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion(Taize) 

JG 

PR 

PA 

JG 
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Contact Details 
 

Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

07749 643727 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07738 620340 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Penny Joseph  

01273 389629  

penejos@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland (emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook 
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